Texas School for the Deaf
Student and Parent Handbook

2010-2011



Texas School for the Deaf Student and Parent Handbook 2010-2011
Mission

The mission of the Texas School for the Deaf is to ensure that students excel in an
environment where they learn, grow, and belong. We support deaf students, families, and
professionals in Texas by providing resources through outreach services.

Vision
Texas School for the Deaf is the innovative leader providing exemplary and comprehensive

ASL/English bilingual education empowering students to be engaged, life-long learners. We
are a welcoming, dynamic, and diverse community collaborating with the global community.

Beliefs
We believe that...

Education is a responsibility shared by the students, family, school, and community.

All students thrive and excel in a community that values diverse abilities, needs, and
interests.

Treating people with dignity and respect is essential to a healthy and productive environment.
The development of the whole person socially, physically, intellectually, culturally, and
emotionally is imperative to life-long success.

Involving people in decisions that impact their lives promotes ownership, commitment,
action, and a sense of value and pride.

A strong language foundation is essential to students’ success.

Deliberate and collaborative American Sign Language (ASL) and English language
planning fosters language acquisition and learning.

Immersing students in Deaf Culture promotes a sense of belonging and acceptance,
which in turn enhances positive identity and self-worth.

An interdisciplinary curriculum that focuses on creativity, critical thinking, problem
solving, communication, and collaboration is essential to prepare students for life in the
21st century.

Students have the right to an education by motivated and engaged faculty and staff who
apply current best practices.

Proficiency in 21st Century technology skills and tools is a requisite for success in a
global community.

Traditions
Motto LEARN. GROW. BELONG.
Colors Blue and White
Mascot Ranger
Song TSD, we love your name,

with honor and love that will always remain.
For honor and duty and learning you stand.
The best school in the land!

Wherever we may roam,

We will bring honor to our home.

Faithful to the white and blue,

TSD, we love you!

Governing Board

Walt Camenisch President
Connie Sefcik Kennedy Vice President
Sha Cowan Secretary
Jean Andrews Member
Beatrice Burke Member

Eric Hogue Member
Susan Ridley Member

Angie Wolf Member
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Preface

To Students and Parents:

Welcome to school year 2010-2011! Education is a team effort, and we know that students, parents, teachers, and other
staff members all working together can make this a wonderfully successful year for our students.

The Texas School for the Deaf Student Handbook is designed to provide a resource for some of the basic information that you
and your child will need during the school year. In an effort to make it easier to use, the handbook is divided into three
sections:

Section I-REQUIRED NOTICES AND INFORMATION FOR PARENTS—with notices that the school must provide to all parents, as
well as other information to assist you in responding to school-related issues. We encourage you to take some time to closely
review this section of the handbook; and

Section II-INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS - organized alphabetically by topic for quick access when searching for
information on a specific issue.
Section III-RESIDENTIAL SERVICES—describing residential operations.

Please be aware that the term “the student’s parent” is used to refer to the parent, legal guardian, or any other person who
has agreed to assume school-related responsibility for a student.

At TSD, we have several instructional departments: Special Needs, Early Childhood Education (ECE), Elementary, Middle
School, High School, Career & Technology Education (CTE), and the 18+ Program. In this handbook, references to High School
include Career & Technology Education.

Both students and parents should become familiar with the Texas School for the Deaf Student Code of Conduct, which is a
document that is adopted by the TSD Governing Board and intended to promote school safety and an atmosphere for
learning. As determined by the each student’s Admission, Review and Dismissal (ARD) committee, some students may not
follow the Student Code of Conduct.

The Student Code of Conduct may be found as an attachment to this handbook and is also available in each Principal’s and
Residential Supervisor’s office.

The Student Handbook is designed to be in harmony with Board policy and the Student Code of Conduct. Please be aware
that the handbook is updated yearly, while policy adoption and revision may occur throughout the year.

In case of conflict between Board policy or the Student Code of Conduct and any provisions in the Student Handbook, the
current provisions of Board policy or the Student Code of Conduct are to be followed.

After reading through the entire Student Handbook with your child, keep it as a reference during this school year. If you or
your child has questions about any of the material in the Student Handbook, please contact a teacher, the counselor, the
Principal, or the Residential Supervisor.

Also, please complete and return to the Admissions/Records Department the following required forms:
1. Parental Acknowledgment of Receipt of Electronic or Paper Distribution of Student Parent Handbook and Code of Conduct;

2. Student Directory Information; and
3. Release of Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of Higher Learning forms.
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Claire Bugen

Superintendent

512-462-5301

Gloria Seidlin-Bernstein

Director of Student Support Services

512-462-5201

Russell West

Director of Residential Services

512-462-5601

Gary Bego

Director of Business and Operations

512-462-5351

Early Childhood Education (ECE) and Elementary

Betty Bounds

Interim Principal

512-462-5231

Stella Egbert

Associate Principal of ECE

512-462-5231

Hollie Richmer

Attendance Office

512-462-5464

Christie Jones Audiologist 512-462-5215
Dr. Laura Hamilton Psychologist 512-462-5631
Linda Rees Behavior Support Coordinator 512-462-5590
Trish Grooms Counselor 512-462-5221
Nurse Health Center 512-462-5717

Mary Stribling

Social Worker

512-462-5216

Belinda Aldape

Residential Administrative Asst.

512-462-5601

Roger Ross

Residential Supervisor - Elem/MS

512-462-5673

Althea Adams

Residential Specialist - MS Girls

512-462-5668

Clara Bradford

Residential Specialist - Elementary

512-462-5696

David Skinner

Weekend Homegoing Transportation
Coordinator

512-462-5602

Elementary Girls’ Dorm

512-462-5621

Elementary Boys’ Dorm

512-462-5622

Special Needs Department

Jan Reed-Anderson

Principal

512-462-5251

Robert Solis

Assistant Principal

512-462-5265

Hollie Richmer

Attendance Office

512-462-5464

Christie Jones

Audiologist

512-462-5215

Dr. Laura Hamilton

Psychologist

512-462-5631

Tina Bateman

Behavior Support Coordinator

512-462-5261

Don Roberts

Counselor

512-462-5224

Amy Sandstrom-Hill

Social Worker

512-462-5529

Nurse Health Center 512-462-5717
Belinda Aldape Residential Administrative Asst. 512-562-5601
Gayle Stephens Residential Supervisor 512-462-5672

Alfred Manor

Residential Specialist - SN Boys

512-462-5675

Mike Swoboda

Residential Specialist - SN Girls

512-410-6736

David Skinner

Weekend Homegoing Transportation
Coordinator

512-462-5602

SN Girls’ Dorm

512-462-5624

SN Boys’ HS Dorm Wing - center

512-462-5626

SN Boys’ Elem. Dorm Wing - N

512-462-5625

SN Boys’ MS Dorm Wing

512-462-5625/5626
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Middle School

Terry Robbins Principal 512-462-5491
Hollie Richmer Attendance 512-462-5464
Rebecca Sinner Audiologist 512-462-5418
Dr. Laura Hamilton Psychologist 512-462-5631

Linda Rees

Behavior Support Coordinator

512-462-5590

Elena Furmansky

Counselor

512-462-5487

Amy Sandstrom-Hill

Social Worker

512-462-5529

Nurse

Health Center

512-462-5686

Belinda Aldape

Residential Administrative Asst.

512-462-5601

Mary Beth Cannefax

Residential Secretary

512-462-5607

Roger Ross Residential Supervisor Elem/MS 512-462-5673
Steven Moreland Residential Specialist, MS Boys 512-462-5665
Althea Adams Residential Specialist, MS Girls 512-462-5668

David Skinner

Weekend Homegoing Transportation
Coordinator

512-462-5602

Middle School Boys’ Dorm

512-462-5664

Middle School Girls’ Dorm

512-462-5667/5669

High School and Career Technology Education

Susan Sien Principal, CTE 512-462-5471
John Serrano Principal 512-462-5461
Karl Hummel Assistant Principal 512-462-5461

Hollie Richmer

Attendance Office

512-462-5464

Rebecca Sinner

Audiologist

512-462-5418

Dr. Laura Hamilton

Psychologist

512-462-5631

Linda Rees

Behavior Support Coordinator

512-462-5590

Kyra Butler

Counselor

512-462-5591

Rachel Harris Counselor 512-462-5201
Erin Moran Counselor 512-462-5201
Cindy Szewczyk Counselor 512-462-5465

Karen Henry

Career Counselor

512-410 1072

Tamara Ocuto

Career Counselor

512-410 1163

Nurse

Health Center

512-462-5686

Mary Stribling

Social Worker

512-462-5216

Belinda Aldape

Administrative Assistant

512-462-5601

Mary Beth Cannefax

Residential Secretary

512-462-5607

Cindy Norris

Residential Specialist
Senior Cottage

866-217-9111

Belinda Inman-Johnson

Residential Supervisor - Girls gr. 9-11

512-410-1100

To be announced

Residential Supervisor - Boys gr. 9-11

Sadrah Black

Residential Specialist GP

512-462-5671

David Skinner

Weekend Homegoing Transportation
Coordinator

512-462-5602

Cottage 564

Senior Girls

512-462-5678

Cottage 565

Senior Boys

512-462-5597

Cottage 566

Homegoing/ Ranger Center

512-462-5623

Koen Hall - 1°* Long Wing

9™ Grade Girls

512-462-5611

Koen Hall - 1% Short Wing

GP Girls

512-462-5293

Koen Hall - 2nd Long Wing

10" Grade Girls

512-462-5613

Koen Hall - 2nd Short Wing

11™ - 12™ Grade Girls

512-462-5614

Lewis Hall - 1st Long Wing

9™ Grade Boys

512-462-5616

Lewis Hall -1°* Short Wing

GP | Boys

512-462-5617

Lewis Hall - 2nd Long Wing

10™ Grade Boys

512-462-5618

Lewis Hall - 2nd Short Wing

11" - 12" Grade Boys

512-462-5619

Lewis Hall - 3 floor

GP |l Boys

512-462-5567
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18 + Program

Susan Greene

Career and Transition Coordinator

512-462-5604

Wilmonda McDevitt

Supervisor of Residential Programs

866-950-9645 (VP)

David Suddath

Residential Specialist

512-410-1104

Hollie Richmer

Attendance Office

512-462-5464

Rebecca Sinner

Audiologist

512-462-5418

Nurse

Health Center

512-462-5686

Mary Stribling

Social Worker

512-462-5216

Dr. Laura Hamilton Psychologist 512-462-5631

Linda Rees Behavior Support Coordinator 512-462-5590

Kyra Butler Counselor 512-462-5591
Apartment 44 A 512-410-1139 (VP/VRS)
Apartment 44 B TBA

Apartment 45 A 512-410-1087 (VP/VRS)

Apartment 45 B

512-410-1164 (VP/VRS)

More Important Phone Numbers

Email addresses for most staff/faculty

Firstname.lastname®tsd.state.tx.us

Admissions

512-462-5412

Admissions/Records FAX

512-462-5424

Athletics

512-410 1073

Athletics FAX

512-462-5699

Business Office

512-462-5351

Business Office FAX

512-462-5359

Cashier

512-462-5368

Career Technology Education FAX

512-462-5532

Deaf Smith Center

512-462-5580

Director of Instruction FAX

512-462-5620

Director of Student Support Services FAX

512-462-5620

Elementary FAX

512-462-5203

High School FAX

512-462-5559

QOutcomes Specialist

512-462-5587

Records/Registrar

512-462-5426

Relay Texas TTY

800-735-2989 or 711

Relay Texas Voice

800-735-2988 or 711

Residential Services FAX

512-462-5620

Security

512-462-5388

Special Needs FAX

512-462-5203

Student Health Services FAX

512-462-5534

Superintendent FAX

512-462-5313

Transportation

512-462-5391

Student Health Services

Myra Buttacavoli RN

Director of Student Health Services

512-462-5686

Diane Rankin RN

Nursing Supervisor, MS & HS, 18+

512-462-5686

Angela Young RN

Nursing Supervisor, Elementary & SND | 512-462-5717

Nurses Station Middle & High School

512-462-5686

Nurses Station Elementary & SND

512-462-5717

Athletic Department

Chris Hamilton

Athletic Director

512-462- 5680

Jesse Bailey

Athletic Specialist

512-462- 5705

Billie Ketter

Athletic Trainer

512-462- 5291

Terri Levine

Secretary

512-410 1073

Shannon Simon

Pool Facility Manager

512-462- 5357
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Grooming
Permitted During| Permitted During
Activities Non-School Time
Item of Clothing | Permitted During| Sponsored by and Non- Permitted Permitted During
Area or Grooming Instructional TSD During Structured or Inside Special Events?
Style Day? After-School Non-School- Residence? p :
Hours? Sponsored
Activities
g:g‘;g;‘:;ﬁ‘s"gs Any tattoo No No No No No
Jewelry worn in
facial piercings
including but not
limited to No No No No No
eyebrows, lips,
nose, mouth, and
tongue
Jewelry worn - no
more .than three Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
ear piercings on
each ear
“Gauging” No No No No No
Hair other than .
Hai natural Only if
air colors/tinted No No No No appropnate fqr
hues particular activity
Extreme
halrstyles. No No No No No
(mohawks, spikes,
etc)
No
(Facial hair may
be totally
Unclean and prohibited for
Facial Hair poorly groomed No student No No No
facial hair participants in
certain
extracurricular
activities.)
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Permitted Permltted
. During Non-
. During A
Permitted R School Time . .
. - Activities Permitted Permitted
Item of Clothing During and Non- . -
Area . . Sponsored by Inside During
or Grooming Style Instructional . Structured or . -
TSD During Residence? Special Events?
Day? Non-School-
After-School
Hours? Sponsored
) Activities
General Torn clothing No No No No No
Pajamas, sleepwear No No No Yes No
Coats and Dusters No No No No No
Jackets
Pants and Low riding, sagging, No No No No No
Shorts pants/shorts
Leggings with a top Only if appropriate
of at least mid-thigh Yes Yes Yes Yes for particular
length activity
Leggmgst(\)/gth short No No No No No
Any type of pants or
shorts that are
unreasonably tight,
loose, sagging or No No No No No
revealing (including
revealing
underwear)
Bicycle shorts, wind
shorts, spandex Only if appropriate | Only if appropriate Only if appropriate
shorts, and jogging No for particular for particular Yes for particular
Shorts (at least mid- activity activity activity
thigh)
Short shorts No No No No No
Shirts, Half blouses No No No No No
Tops and See-through tops No No No No No
Blouses Tops that reveal .
Midriff, Crop/Halter No No No Yer/’e]afh‘r:]Ot No
tops g
Spaghetti straps No No No tgf/’e]af“r::;’t No
Exposed underwear No No No No No
Any type of clothing
that is unreasonably
tight, loose,
oversized, or No No No No No
revealing (including
revealing
underwear)
Swimsuits Female - one piece Yes for pool/water | Yes for pool/water | Yes for pool/water No Yes for pool/water
or tankini suits activities activities activities activities
Female - bikini No No No No Yes
swimsuits
. Yes for pool/water | Yes for pool/water | Yes for pool/water Yes for pool/water
Males - swim trunks s s s No L
activities activities activities activities
Males - speedos No No No No Yes

19




Texas School for the Deaf

Student and Parent Handbook 2010-2011

(grills or grillz)

Permitted Permltted
. During LTS el .
Permitted LS School Time . Permitted
. . Activities Permitted :
Item of Clothing or During and Non- X During
Area . : Sponsored by Inside -
Grooming Style Instruction . Structured or . Special
TSD During Residence?
al Day? Non-School- Events?
After-School d
Hours? Sponsore
Activities
Clothing That Any clothing that displays
Represents gang symbols, drugs or
Inabpropriate drug-related messages,
Subp'zctpMatter alcohol or alcohol-related
] messages, tobacco or
tobacco-related messages, No No No No No
any type of inappropriate
language and/or pictures
including those related to
violence or topics of a
sexual nature
Bandannas/
Sweatbands No No No No No
Doo rags/wave caps No No No Yes No
Any clothing or
paraphernalia that
represents gangs or gang No No No No No
activity
Baseball caps with gang
symbols such as No No No No No
students’ initials
Colored shoe laces (for
students older than 10) No No No No No
Footwear ) Yes, unless Only 1f
Flip-flops (rubber or o appropriate
- prohibited Yes Yes Yes .
plastic beachwear) for particular
by class rules L
activity
Only if
- appropriate
Slippers No No No Yes for particular
activity
Other Only if
Ca.ps. (in the schopl No Yes Yes Yes approp_r1ate
buildings, cafeteria) for particular
activity
Sunglasses worn Only 1f
. s No No No No appropriate
inside buildings, .
. for particular
cafeteria -
activity
Clothing or accessory
that is spiked or No No No No No
studded
Chains which have
the potential to be No No No No No
used as a weapon
Cosmetic dental metal
apparatus worn in mouth No No No No No

Interpretative Authority
The examples and guidelines listed above may not cover every possible instance of appropriate or inappropriate grooming or

appearance.

The interpretative authority as to what dress or grooming is inappropriate, disruptive, a hindrance to best

learning situations, or a detriment to best discipline shall be vested in the administrative authority in the school.
NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THE DRESS CODE/STANDARDS WILL RESULT IN DISCIPLINARY ACTION.
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Dual Credit

High school and college credit can be earned at the same time by taking college courses while still in high school. Some dual
credit courses may be offered on campus, through Distance Learning, on-line or at Austin Community College (ACC). To learn
about eligibility requirements and to enroll in a dual credit course the student must meet with the career counselor.

Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, And Organizations

Participation in school-sponsored activities is an excellent way for a student to develop talents, receive individual
recognition, and build strong friendships with other students; participation, however, is a privilege, not a right.

Eligibility for participation in many of these activities is governed by state law and the rules of the Texas Association of
Private and Parochial Schools (TAPPS)- a statewide association of participating districts. The following requirements apply to
all extracurricular activities:

* A student must be enrolled in at least four accredited academic courses to be eligible to participate in
extracurricular events.

* A student who has not reached 19 years of age prior to September 1 of the current school year is eligible to
participate in TAPPS activities

* A student may participate in TAPPS contests during a normal program of high school courses over a period of four
consecutive calendar years after the student first enrolls in the 9" grade.

* A student who receives a recorded grade average below 70 on a scale of 0-100 in one course for a six-week grading
period will be eligible to participate in practice, competition, and extracurricular activity events.

* A student who receives a grade of below 70 on a scale of 0-100 in two courses for a six-week grading period, may not
practice, compete or participate in an extracurricular activity for the next three weeks following the six-week
period in which the grade average was received. A student is responsible for providing documentation of improved
grades to the Athletic Director and coaching staff.

* Suspension of a student with a disability that significantly interferes with the student's ability to meet regular
academic standards shall be based on the student's failure to meet requirements of the student's Individual
Educational Plan, as determined by the ARD Committee.

* A student is allowed in a school year up to ten absences not related to post-district competition, a maximum of five
absences for post-district competition prior to state, and a maximum of two-day absences for state competition. All
extracurricular activities and public performances, whether TAPPS activities or other activities approved by the
Board, are subject to these restrictions.

* A student who misses a class because of participation in an activity that has not been approved will receive an
unexcused absence.

* Special Olympics: Special Olympics provides an exciting array of athletic events throughout the school year including
bocce bowling, swimming, basketball, and track. For a student to participate, parents must complete paperwork
and medical forms required by the Special Olympics organization. Practice for Special Olympics events may take
place during P.E. and/or during after school hours. The student must participate in practice for at least four weeks.

e Student Life: Student Life offers a variety of recreational and student development activities during after-school
hours for TSD residential and day students. Activities offered may change from season to season, year to year.
Activities will be included in the monthly student life calendars and when sign-up is involved, parents will receive
letters from Student Life.

Please note: Sponsors of student clubs and performing groups such as the sign choir, drama, and athletic teams may
establish standards of behavior—including consequences for misbehavior—that are stricter than those for students in general.
If a violation is also a violation of school rules, the consequences specified by the Student Code of Conduct or by local policy
will apply in addition to any consequences specified by the organization’s standards of behavior.

Fees

Materials that are part of the basic educational program are provided without charge to a student. A student is expected to
provide his or her own supplies of pencils, paper, erasers, notebooks, backpacks and other supplies that belong to the
individual student. Supply lists are sent to families during a summer mailing or are given to the family of a newly enrolled
student. Students may be required to pay certain other fees or deposits, including:
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* Costs for materials for a class project that the student will keep.

*  Membership dues in voluntary clubs or student organizations and admission fees to extracurricular activities.
*  Security deposits.

*  Personal physical education and athletic equipment and apparel.

* Voluntary purchases of pictures, publications, class rings, yearbooks, graduation announcements, etc.

* Voluntary purchase of student accident insurance.

* Personal apparel, used in extracurricular activities, that becomes the property of the student.

* Parking fees and student identification cards.

* Fees for lost, damaged or overdue library books.

*  Fees for driver training courses, if offered.

* Fees for optional courses offered for credit that requires use of facilities not available on TSD premises.
e  Summer school for courses that are offered tuition-free during the regular school year.

A parent/guardian who is unable to pay a fee may request a waiver through the Director of Education, Director of Student
Support Services or the Director of Residential Services. The Director may determine to waive the fee for good cause shown
by the parent or guardian.

Fund-Raising

Student groups or classes, outside organizations and/or parent groups may occasionally be permitted to conduct fund-raising
drives. An application for permission must be made to the Director of Education (or designee) or to the Director of
Residential Services.

Gang-Free Zones

Certain criminal offenses, including those involving organized criminal activity such as gang-related crimes, will be enhanced
to the next highest category of offense if they are committed in a gang-free zone. For purposes of the district, a gang-free
zone includes a school bus and a location in, on, or within 1000 feet of any school-owned or leased property or campus
playground.

Grade Classification

After the ninth grade, students are classified according to the number of credits earned toward graduation.

Credits Earned Classification
5 Grade 10 (Sophomore)
10 Grade 11 (Junior)
15 Grade 12 (Senior)

Grading Guidelines, Report Cards/Progress Reports Schedules

Grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated and distributed to students and their parents by the
classroom teacher. Each department principal has reviewed these guidelines. These guidelines establish the minimum
number of assignments, projects, and examinations required for each grading period. In addition, these guidelines establish
how the student’s mastery of concepts and achievement will be communicated (i.e., letter grades, numerical averages,
checklist of required skills, etc.). Grading guidelines also outline in what circumstances a student will be allowed to redo an
assignment or retake an examination for which the student originally made a failing grade.

Also see Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences in this handbook.
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Grade Level/Program, Method of Reporting and Reporting Schedule

Grade Level/Program Method of Reporting Reporting Schedule
Pre-School through Pre- Checklist Progress Report indicates if a student is making
Kindergarten progress or having difficulty. 9 Week Report Cards
Elementary, Kindergarten, Grade 1 Excellent Satisfactory Needs Unsatisfactory
|mpr0vement October 15, 2010

90-100% 80-89% 70-89% 69% & below December 16, 2010
Elementary Grades 2-5 A+ 98-100 | B+ 88-89 | C+ 7879 | D 70-74 | F below 70 March 11, 2011

A 94-97 B 84-87 C 76-77 June 2, 2011

A 90-93 B- 80-83 C- 75
Middle School and High School A 90-100

B 80-89

C 70-79

F 0-69

|

Temporarily Incomplete (Assignment missing due
to an excusable reason.)

If a student receives a grade of “I” (temporarily
incomplete), it is the responsibility of the student to see
that all work is made up. If the work is not made up by
the end of the next three-week report period, the grade
will be averaged without the completed work. The
Principal may modify this regulation for special 6 Week Report Card
circumstances.

The semester or yearly average is a combination of the September 24, 2010

six-week grades and, if applicable, a final exam or end of November 5, 2010
course (EOC) exam. The semester exam or EOC may be December 16, 2010
15% of the total semester or year average. With Principal February 18, 2011
approval, a semester exam or project may have a April 15, 2011
different weight. June 2, 2011

For High School students, successful completion of a two-
semester course is based on a minimum of 70 percent
mastery, represented by the yearly average of the two
semester averages. Therefore, if a student has earned a
68 and a 76 for the two semester averages, the student
passes the course with an earned average of 72. This is
calculated as follows: (68 + 76) / 2 = 72. Students must
pass the second semester of a yearlong course to be
eligible for the yearly averaging policy. A student who
passes the first semester but fails the second semester
will receive credit only for the first semester.

Special Needs Each student in the Special Needs program has an
Individual Education Plan (IEP) consisting of objectives | Follow reporting
selected to meet that student’s needs. This plan | schedules above based
includes conditions, criteria and evaluation for mastery | on grade level of
of each objective. At the end of each six weeks | individual student.
(middle/high school) and nine weeks (elementary),
student progress on all IEP objectives is documented on
each student’s IEP. In addition to the progress report, a
separate report card will be issued per grading period to
denote overall progress in each subject area. Letter
grades will be given: A 90-100 B 80-89 C70-79 F
below 69

23



Texas School for the Deaf Student and Parent Handbook 2010-2011
Notification of Student Failing.

At the end of the first 3 weeks (middle and high school) or 4 weeks (pre-school through 5th) of a grading period, parents are
notified if the student’s grade average is near or below 70, or below the expected level of performance. If a student
receives a grade of less than 70 in any class or subject at the end of a grading period, the parents will be requested to
schedule a conference with the teacher of that class or subject. The report card or unsatisfactory progress report will state
whether tutorials are required for a student who receives a grade below 70 in a class or subject.

Grade Level/Program Schedule for Notification of Student Failing

4/5 Week Progress Report Dates
September 17, 2010
Pre-School through 5" Grade November 19, 2010
February 4, 2011
April 21, 2011

3 Week Progress Report Dates

September 10, 2010
October 15, 2010
Middle School and High School November 19, 2010
January 21, 2011
March 11, 2011
May 6, 2011

Graduation

The School offers the graduation programs listed below. All students entering grade 9 are required to enroll in the
Recommended Program or Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program. Permission to enroll in the Minimum Program will
be granted only if the ARD committee decision is for the student to follow the minimum graduation plan.

Requirements for a Diploma

To receive a high school diploma from the school, a student must successfully complete the required number of credits;
complete any locally required courses in addition to the courses mandated by the state; and may be required by the ARD
committee to pass a statewide exit-level exam. Upon the recommendation of the ARD Committee, a student may be
permitted to graduate under the provisions of his or her individualized education program (IEP).

Graduation Programs

Requirements Minimum Recommended Distinguished
English 4 4 4
Math 3 4 4
Science 3 4 4
Social Studies 3 4 4
Academic Elective 1 0 0
Foreign Language 0 2 3
Health .5 .5 .5
Physical Education 1 1 1
Fine Arts 1 1 1
Speech .5 .5 .5
Electives 5 5 4
Advanced Measures No No Yes
Credits 22 26 26
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Information regarding specific courses required or offered in each curriculum area, along with a description of advanced
measures available to students in the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, will be distributed to students each
spring in order to enroll in courses for the upcoming school year.

Certificate of Attendance

A student who receives special education services and has completed four years of high school, but has not met the
requirements of his or her IEP, may participate in graduation ceremonies and receive a certificate of attendance. Even if the
student participates in graduation ceremonies to receive the certificate of attendance, he or she may remain enrolled to
complete the IEP and earn his or her high school diploma; however, the student will only be allowed to participate in one
graduation ceremony.

Please also be aware that if an ARD committee places a student with a disability on a modified curriculum in a subject area,
the student will be automatically placed in the Minimum Program, in accordance with state rules.
Graduation Activities
Upon completion of requirements for graduation, students are invited to participate in graduation activities that include:
e Graduation or commencement ceremony

*  Graduation luncheon
* Graduation reception for graduates and their parents
* Senior walk and brick dedication ceremony

* Senior Trip - Graduating students will receive information about eligibility requirements for participation in the
senior trip at the beginning of the school year.

Graduation Speakers

Graduating students will be given an opportunity to provide opening and closing remarks during the graduation ceremony.
Students are eligible to use the limited public forum if they:

1. Are requested by a school administrator

2. Volunteer, and

3. Are not in a disciplinary placement at the time of the speaking event

Eligible students who wish to volunteer shall submit their names to the Director of Education during the first full week of
instruction each semester. Students are not eligible to volunteer if they are in a disciplinary placement during any part of
the first full week of instruction. If there are no student volunteers, the School shall seek volunteers again at the beginning
of the next semester. The names of the students who volunteer to speak shall be matched to the appropriate event until all
names have been selected.

Graduation Expenses

Because students and parents will incur expenses in order to participate in the traditions of graduation—such as the purchase
of invitations, senior ring, cap and gown, and senior picture—both student and parent should monitor progress toward
completion of all requirements for graduation. The expenses often are incurred in the junior year or first semester of the
senior year.

State Scholarships and Grants

Under the Texas Early High School Graduation Scholarship Program, students who complete the Recommended or
Distinguished Achievement (Advanced) High School Program may earn financial credits in varying amounts to apply toward
college tuition. The amounts depend on the number of consecutive months in which the student completed graduation
requirements and the number of early college credits earned and may be used at public or private higher education
institutions within the state. The career counselor can provide additional information about meeting the program’s eligibility
requirements.

Students who have a financial need according to federal criteria and who complete the Recommended High School Program
or Distinguished Achievement Program (Advanced) may be eligible under the T.E.X.A.S. Grant Program for tuition and fees to
Texas public universities, community colleges, and technical schools, as well as to private institutions. For additional
information, please contact the career counselor.

Health-Related Matters

Bacterial Meningitis
State law specifically requires the district to provide the following information:
m What is meningitis?

25



Texas School for the Deaf Student and Parent Handbook 2010-2011

Meningitis is an inflammation of the covering of the brain and spinal cord. It can be caused by viruses, parasites, fungi, and
bacteria. Viral meningitis is most common and the least serious. Bacterial meningitis is the most common form of serious
bacterial infection with the potential for serious, long-term complications. It is an uncommon disease, but requires urgent
treatment with antibiotics to prevent permanent damage or death.

m What are the symptoms?

Someone with meningitis will become very ill. The illness may develop over one or two days, but it can also rapidly progress
in a matter of hours. Not everyone with meningitis will have the same symptoms.

Children (over 1 year old) and adults with meningitis may have a severe headache, high temperature, vomiting, sensitivity to
bright lights, neck stiffness or joint pains, and drowsiness or confusion. In both children and adults, there may be a rash of
tiny, red-purple spots. These can occur anywhere on the body.

The diagnosis of bacterial meningitis is based on a combination of symptoms and laboratory results.
m How serious is bacterial meningitis?

If it is diagnosed early and treated promptly, the majority of people make a complete recovery. In some cases it can be fatal
or a person may be left with a permanent disability.

m How is bacterial meningitis spread?

Fortunately, none of the bacteria that cause meningitis are as contagious as diseases like the common cold or the flu, and
they are not spread by casual contact or by simply breathing the air where a person with meningitis has been. The germs live
naturally in the back of our noses and throats, but they do not live for long outside the body. They are spread when people
exchange saliva (such as by kissing, sharing drinking containers, utensils, or cigarettes).

The germ does not cause meningitis in most people. Instead, most people become carriers of the germ for days, weeks, or
even months. The bacteria rarely overcome the body’s immune system and cause meningitis or another serious illness.

m How can bacterial meningitis be prevented?

Do not share food, drinks, utensils, toothbrushes, or cigarettes. Limit the number of persons you kiss. While there are
vaccines for some other strains of bacterial meningitis, they are used only in special circumstances. These include when
there is a disease outbreak in a community or for people traveling to a country where there is a high risk of getting the
disease. Also, a vaccine is recommended by some groups for college students, particularly freshmen living in dorms or
residence halls. The vaccine is safe and effective (85-90 percent). It can cause mild side effects, such as redness and pain at
the injection site lasting up to two days. Immunity develops within seven to ten days after the vaccine is given and lasts for
up to five years.

m What should you do if you think you or a friend might have bacterial meningitis?

You should seek prompt medical attention.

m Where can you get more information?

Your school nurse, family doctor, and the staff at your local or regional health department office are excellent sources for
information on all communicable diseases. You may also call your local health department or Regional Department of State
Health Services office to ask about a meningococcal vaccine. Additional information may also be found at the Web sites for
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov, and the Department of State Health Services,
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/.

Physical Activity for Students in Elementary and Middle School Grades

In accordance with school policy, TSD will ensure that students in kindergarten through grade 5 engage in moderate or
vigorous physical activity for at least 30 minutes of physical activity per day or 135 minutes per week.

Students in middle, grades 6,7, and 8, shall engage in 30 minutes of moderate or vigorous physical activity per day for at
least four semesters OR at least 225 minutes of moderate or vigorous physical activity within a two-week period for at least
four semesters.

For additional information on the school’s requirements and programs regarding elementary and middle school student
physical activity requirements, please see the Principal.

School Health Advisory Council

During the preceding school year TSD’s School Health Advisory Council held two meetings. Additional information regarding
TSD’s School Health Advisory Council, including the number of meetings scheduled or held during the year, and information

regarding vending machines at TSD and student access to the machines is available from the Director of Student Health
Services.
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Other Health-Related Matters

Physical Fitness Assessment

Annually, the School will conduct a physical fitness assessment of students in grades 3-12. At the end of the school year, a
parent may submit a written request to the Principal to obtain the results of his or her child’s physical fitness assessment
conducted during the school year.

Vending Machines

TSD has adopted policies and implemented procedures to comply with state and federal food service guidelines for restricting

student access to vending machines. For more information regarding these policies and guidelines see the Director of
Education or Director of Residential Services.

Tobacco Prohibited

The School and its staff strictly enforce prohibitions against the use of tobacco products by students and others on school
property and at school-sponsored and school-related activities. [See the Student Code of Conduct.]

Asbestos Management Plan

All buildings at the Texas School for the Deaf (TSD) have been inspected for asbestos-containing materials, and TSD maintains
an Asbestos Management Plan in compliance with the federal Asbestos-Containing Materials in Schools regulations,
promulgated under the Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act (AHERA) and also in compliance with state regulations
(Texas Asbestos Health Protection Act (TAHPA) and Texas Asbestos Health Protection Rules (TAHPR)).

This Management Plan is available for review during normal office hours Monday through Friday. Should any interested party
desire to view the plan they can contact the Superintendent of the school for access to the plan. Interested parties would
include, but are not limited to, parents, students, teachers, other school employees, state and local officials, and the
general public. If you have any questions, please contact Mike Walters at 512-462-5371.

It is important to note that asbestos-containing materials at TSD are in a form and condition that do not pose an imminent
health threat to students, staff and visitors. Prior to any demolition, construction, renovation, etc., TSD will hire an asbestos
consultant to determine if any existing asbestos needs to be removed, and any removal will be performed by a certified
asbestos abatement contractor.

Pest Management Plan

The School applies only pest control products that comply with state and federal guidelines. Except in an emergency, signs
will be posted 48 hours before application. Parents who want to be notified prior to pesticide application inside their child’s
school assignment area may contact Mike Walters at 512-462-5371.

Health Services for Residential Students

When a student is ill, he/she will receive services from nurses in the Student Health Center (SHC). There are physicians on
contract with TSD to provide medical care for residential students in the absence of their parent/guardian.
Parents/guardians will be notified when their minor child receives medical attention or requires prescription medicine and/or
stays overnight in the SHC. Parents are responsible for payment for medical care except evaluations by the TSD contracting
physicians. All medical treatment, including prescription medications, over the counter medications, and herbal or dietary
supplements, must be prescribed in writing, either by a TSD contracting physician or another health care provider licensed to
practice in the State of Texas.

The adult student and parent/guardian are not required to accept medical treatment recommended by TSD contract
physicians and may arrange evaluation and treatment from another source.

If a student has a condition that requires surgery, the parent/guardian is responsible to arrange for the surgery, be present
for the surgery and provide the care after the surgery until the student is medically cleared to return to class. The home
physician will usually do surgery so that the student can be cared for at home.

Medical Implants and Physical Limitations to Participation

Any student with cochlear implant, shunt and pacemaker or other medical device or potentially unstable medical condition
will need a statement from the treating physician noting the presence of the device or condition and specific clearance to
participate in athletics, after school physical activities and physical education activities.

Treatment for Family Planning, STDs and Chemical Dependency

In compliance with State and Federal laws, treatment for Family Planning, STDs and chemical dependency is kept
confidential unless disclosure is previously agreed upon by both student and parent.

Homeless Students

For more information on services for homeless students, contact the school’s Liaison for Homeless Children and Youths, Mary
Stribling, at 512-462-5216 or mary.stribling@tsd.state.tx.us.
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Homework

Elementary. Teachers assign homework for reinforcement of knowledge and skills taught in the classroom. The student has
responsibility to complete all homework assignments. Dorms have specific hours for students to study and complete
homework assignments. Students may need more time than is designated by the dorm or cottage. It is the responsibility of
each student to manage his/her time so that assignments are completed.

Middle School and High School. Teachers assign homework for review and expansion of concepts taught in the classrooms.
Students who need extra help with their homework or schoolwork should talk with their teachers and make special
arrangements. Tutoring sessions for students who are in danger of failing or have failed a six-week period are held after
school. Students are required to attend tutorial sessions, if assigned.

High School Tutorial Center. Day and residential high school students may attend the Tutorial Center. The location and times
for tutorials will be shared with students and parents. Students must arrive at the start time and remain in the Tutorial
Center throughout the scheduled time unless a parent or residential educator escorts the student.

Immunization

A student must be fully immunized against certain diseases or must present a certificate or statement that, for medical
reasons or reasons of conscience, including a religious belief, the student will not be immunized. For exemptions based on
reasons of conscience, only official forms issued by the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Immunization
Branch, can be honored by the School. This form may be obtained by writing the DSHS Immunization Branch (MC 1946), P.O.
Box 149347, Austin, Texas 78714-9347; or online at https://webds.dshs.state.tx.us/immco/affidavit.shtm. The form must be
notarized and submitted to the principal or school nurse within 90 days of notarization. If the parent is seeking an exemption
for more than one student in the family, a separate form must be provided for each student.

The immunizations required are: diphtheria, rubeola (German measles), rubella, mumps, tetanus, pertussis, poliomyelitis
(polio), hepatitis A, hepatitis B, varicella (chicken pox), and meningococcal. The school nurse can provide information on
age-appropriate doses or on an acceptable physician-validated history of illness required by the Texas Department of State
Health Services. Proof of immunization may be established by personal records from a licensed physician or public health
clinic with a signature or rubber-stamp validation.

If a student should not be immunized for medical reasons, the student or parent must present a certificate signed by a U.S.
licensed physician stating that, in the doctor's opinion, the immunization required poses a significant risk to the health and
well-being of the student or any member of the student's family or household. This certificate must be renewed yearly
unless the physician specifies a life-long condition. [For further information, see the Texas Department of State Health
Services Web site: http://www.DSHS.state.tx.us/immunize/school/default.shtm.]

Law Enforcement Agencies

Questioning of Students

When law enforcement officers or other lawful authorities wish to question or interview a student at school, the
administrator will cooperate fully regarding the conditions of the interview, if the questioning or interview is part of a child
abuse investigation. In other circumstances:

* The administrator will verify and record the identity of the officer or other authority and ask for an explanation of
the need to question or interview the student at school.

* The administrator ordinarily will make reasonable efforts to notify the parents unless the interviewer raises what
the administrator considers to be a valid objection.

e The administrator ordinarily will be present unless the interviewer raises what the administrator considers to be a
valid objection.

Students Taken Into Custody
State law requires the School to permit a student to be taken into legal custody:
* To comply with an order of the juvenile court.

e  To comply with the laws of arrest.

* By a law enforcement officer if there is probable cause to believe the student has engaged in delinquent conduct or
conduct in need of supervision.

* By a probation officer if there is probable cause to believe the student has violated a condition of probation imposed
by the juvenile court.
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* By an authorized representative of Child Protective Services, Texas Department of Family and Protective Services, a
law enforcement officer, or a juvenile probation officer, without a court order, under the conditions set out in the
Family Code relating to the student’s physical health or safety.

* To comply with a properly issued directive to take a student into custody.

Before a student is released to a law enforcement officer or other legally authorized person, the administrator will verify the
officer’s identity and, to the best of his or her ability, will verify the official’s authority to take custody of the student.

The administrator will immediately notify the Superintendent and will ordinarily attempt to notify the parent unless the
officer or other authorized person raises what the administrator considers to be a valid objection to notifying the parents.
Because the Principal does not have the authority to prevent or delay a students release to a law enforcement officer, any
notification will most likely be after the fact.

Notification of Law Violations

The School is required by state law to notify:

* All instructional and support personnel who have responsibility for supervising a student who has been arrested or
referred to the juvenile court for any felony offense or for certain misdemeanors.

e Allinstructional and support personnel who have regular contact with a student who is required to register as a sex
offender or who has been convicted, received deferred prosecution, received deferred adjudication, or adjudicated
for delinquent conduct for any felony offense or certain misdemeanors.

Make-Up Work

Makeup Work Because of Absence

For any class missed, the teacher may assign the student makeup work based on the instructional objectives for the subject
or course and the needs of the individual student in mastering the essential knowledge and skills or in meeting subject/
course requirements.

A student will be responsible for obtaining and completing the makeup work in a satisfactory manner and within the time
specified by the teacher.

If a student does not make up assigned work within the time allotted by the teacher, the teacher will consult with the
principal to discuss options for addressing the student’s grade.

DAEP Makeup Work

A student removed to a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP) during the school year will have an opportunity to
complete, before the beginning of the next school year, a foundation curriculum course in which the student was enrolled at
the time of removal. The school may provide the opportunity to complete the course through an alternative method,
including a correspondence course, distance learning, or summer school. The School will not charge the student for any
method of completion provided by TSD.

In-school Suspension (ISS) Makeup Work

A student removed from the regular classroom to in-school suspension or another setting, other than a DAEP, will have an
opportunity to complete before the beginning of the next school year each course the student was enrolled in at the time of
removal from the regular classroom. The School may provide the opportunity by any method available, including a
correspondence course, distance learning, or summer school. The School will not charge the student for any method of
completion provided by the school.

Medicine At School

Student Requirements for Taking Medication

Students will follow instructions from the Student Health Center (SHC) in regards to taking medication. No medication of any
kind is allowed in the dormitory.

School employees will not give a student prescription medication, nonprescription medication, herbal substances, anabolic
steroids, or dietary supplements, with the following exceptions:

Only authorized employees, in accordance with policies, may administer:
*  Prescription medication in the original, properly labeled container, provided by the parent, along with a written
request.

*  Prescription medication from a properly labeled unit dosage container filled by registered nurse or another qualified
school employee from the original, properly labeled container.
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* Nonprescription medication, in the original, properly labeled container, provided by the parent along with a written
request.

* Herbal or dietary supplements provided by the parent only if approved by the Medical Director.

In certain emergency situations, the school will maintain and administer to a student nonprescription medication, but only:
* In accordance with the guidelines developed with school’s medical director; and

*  When the parent has previously provided written consent to emergency treatment on the school’s form.

A student with asthma or severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) may be permitted to possess and use prescribed asthma or
anaphylaxis medication at school or school-related events only if he or she has written authorization from his or her parent
and a physician or other licensed health care provider. The student must also demonstrate to his or her physician or health
care provider and the Student Health Center nursing staff the ability to use the prescribed medication, including any device
required to administer the medication.

If the student has been prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication for use during the school day, the student and parents
should discuss with the Student Health Center nursing staff.

In accordance with a student’s individual health plan for management of diabetes, a student with diabetes will be permitted
to possess and use monitoring and treatment supplies and equipment while at school or at a school-related activity. See the
Student Health Center nursing staff.

Student Medication

Parents/guardians are responsible to provide medication for their children, to keep enough medication at home for weekends
and school holidays, and to arrange for medications to be provided for their children for any unscheduled home-goings or
non-TSD sponsored trips away from home and school. For safety reasons, students who do not have prescribed medications
available at TSD may be required to go home.

Parents/guardians should give any medications directly to TSD staff and not permit their children to carry the medication. If
your children travel without a chaperone and must carry medication, the parent/guardian must contact the SHC and
residential staff and inform them to expect medication. For chaperoned transportation, the medication must be given
directly to residential staff and not be placed in suitcases.

For day students traveling on school-sponsored trips, parents must give all medications to the SHC so the medications can be
packed for the trip according to TSD procedures. Day students who need medication during the school day must have that
medication provided to the SHC. If riding a bus, the medication must be given to the bus monitor or driver. If transported by
parent, the parent must provide the medication directly to the SHC.

Psychotropic Drugs

A psychotropic drug is a substance used in the diagnosis, treatment, or prevention of a disease or as a component of a
medication. It is intended to have an altering effect on perception, emotion, or behavior and is commonly described as a
mood- or behavior-altering substance.

Teachers and other TSD employees may discuss a student’s academic progress or behavior with the student’s parents or
another employee as appropriate; however, they are not permitted to recommend use of psychotropic drugs. A School
employee who is a registered nurse, an advanced nurse practitioner, a physician, or a certified or credentialed mental health
professional can recommend that a student be evaluated by an appropriate medical practitioner, if appropriate.

Physical Examinations / Health Screenings

As part of comprehensive school health programming, vision, scoliosis and acanthosis nigricans screenings are aimed at
detecting problems that could limit the child’s ability access educational opportunities. If a child is identified by a health
screening as possibly having problems, a referral for a medical diagnostic evaluation will be given to the parents for follow-
up. It is important to remember that by definition, screening will not identify all eye problems, skeletal problems or
metabolic problems, nor identify all children with vision difficulties or other health problems.

The Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) determines the schedule for screenings.

Students may be tested for tuberculosis according to the guidelines recommended by DSHS. Students found to have active
tuberculosis will be excluded from school in accordance with State and local health department requirements.

Nondiscrimination Statement

In its efforts to promote nondiscrimination, TSD does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin,
gender, or disability in providing education services, activities, and programs including vocational programs in accordance
with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended; Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.
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Title IX Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of gender: Gloria Seidlin-Bernstein, Director of
Student Support Services, gloria.seidlin.bernstein®@tsd.state.tx.us, 512-462-5201.

Section 504 Coordinator, for concerns regarding discrimination on the basis of disability: Gloria Seidlin-Bernstein, Director of
Student Support Services, gloria.seidlin.bernstein@tsd.state.tx.us, 512-462-5201.

All other concerns regarding discrimination: Claire Bugen, Superintendent, claire.bugen®@tsd.state.tx.us, 512-462-5300.
Pledges of Allegiance and a Minute of Silence

Each school day, students will recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Texas flag. Parents may submit a written request to the Principal to excuse their child from reciting a pledge. The required
pledges are as follows:

Pledge of Allegiance: | Pledge Allegiance To the Flag Of the United States of America And to the Republic For Which It Stands
One Nation Under God, Indivisible, With Liberty And Justice For All.

Pledge of Allegiance to Texas Flag: Honor the Texas flag | pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state under God, one and
indivisible.

One minute of silence will follow recitation of the pledges. Each student may choose to reflect, pray, meditate, or engage in
any other silent activity during that minute so long as the silent activity does not interfere with or distract others.

Prayer

Each student has a right to individually, voluntarily and silently pray or meditate in school in a manner that does not disrupt
instructional or other activities of the School. The School will not encourage, require, or coerce a student to engage in or to
refrain from such prayer or meditation during any school activity.

Promotion And Retention

The student’s ARD committee will determine whether the student will be promoted based on either the student’s progress on
IEP objectives or grades earned by the student. Students who fail to meet the standards for promotion as specified in the IEP
may be retained in the same grade. To earn credit in a course, a student must receive a grade of at least 70 based on
course-level or grade-level standards.

The student’s ARD committee will consider the results of the student’s performance on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge
and Skills (TAKS) when making a determination about whether the student will be promoted or retained.

Parents of a student in grades 3-8 who does not perform satisfactorily on his or her exams will be notified that their child will
participate in special instruction designed to improve performance. Students in grades 5 and 8 who are participating in TAKS,
TAKS (Accommodated), or TAKS-Modified are held to the requirements of the Student Success Initiative in both Reading and
Math. These students will have up to three opportunities to pass the Reading and Math tests. If the student fails the second
testing opportunity, a grade placement committee (ARD committee), consisting of the Principal or designee, the teacher, and
the student’s parent, will convene to make decisions regarding the additional special instruction the student will
receive. Whether the student is retained or promoted, the student’s IEP will be designed to enable the student to achieve
adequate yearly progress.

A student’s ARD committee will make decisions regarding the appropriate assessments and accommodations. For more
information, see the Principal.

Release Of Students From School

Scheduling Out of School Appointments

Because class time is important, doctor’s appointments should be scheduled, if possible, at times when the student will not
miss instructional time. All medical/dental appointments should be scheduled at home when possible, on student holidays.
Students are expected to return to school immediately after appointments and when they have recovered from illness.
Routine annual exams, such as medical, dental and vision, should be arranged with the student’s primary health care
providers at home.

Reporting Your Child’s Absence

Parents must inform the attendance office and department office if their child will be reporting to school late or will be
absent due to medical appointments. When possible, 24-hour advance notice is helpful when teachers are planning
instruction for your child.

Student Illlness During the School Day

A student who becomes ill during the school day should, with the teacher’s or Principal’s permission, report to the school
nurse. The nurse will decide whether or not the student should be sent home and will notify the student’s parent. Day
student parents are expected to take ill students home. Residential parents are expected to pick up children who have
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contagious diseases, are unable to attend school for more than 3 days, or require more intense medical care. It may be
necessary in some situations to send students home due to Health Center capacity.

A student will not be released from school at times other than at the end of the school day except with permission from the
Principal or designee and according to the department sign-out procedures. Unless the Principal has granted approval
because of extenuating circumstances, a student will not regularly be released before the end of the instructional day.
Withdrawing from School

A student under 18 may be withdrawn from school only by a parent. The school requests notice from the parent at least
three days in advance so that records and documents may be prepared. The parent must contact the Admissions and Records
office.

A student who is 18 or older, who is married, or who has been declared by a court to be an emancipated minor, may
withdraw without parent consent.

Safety

Student safety on campus and at school-related events is a high priority of the School. Although the School has implemented
safety procedures, the cooperation of students is essential to ensure school safety. A student should:

*  Avoid conduct that is likely to put the student or others at risk.

* Follow the behavioral standards in this handbook and the Student Code of Conduct, as well as any additional rules
for behavior and safety set by the Administrators, school, residential, transportation or other school employees.

* Remain alert to and promptly report to a teacher, the Principal, other Administrator, or other school employee
safety hazards, such as intruders on campus or threats made by any person toward a student or staff member.

* Know emergency evacuation routes and signals.

* Follow immediately the instructions of administrators, teachers, transportation staff, and other School employees
who are overseeing the welfare of students.

Drills: Fire, Tornado, and Other Emergencies

From time to time, students, teachers, and other school employees will participate in drills of emergency procedures. Three
different colors of emergency strobe lights are located in each classroom and in all hallways. When the emergency strobe
lights are flashing, students should follow the direction of teachers or others in charge quickly, quietly and in an orderly
manner.

The emergency strobe light system is as follows:

Blue Flashes to indicate change of classes in middle school and high school.

Yellow Flashes to indicate emergency; all staff directed to read computer message from the superintendent;
follow Superintendent directives. A hazardous weather condition is one potential emergency.

Clear Flashes to indicate situation is all clear, emergency has passed and/or return to classes.

Each classroom and hallway is also equipped with separate special strobe lights marked “fire”. In the event of fire, the
firelights will flash and will also be accompanied by a repetitive high-pitched buzzing alarm. When the fire has been
controlled; the clear strobe lights will flash, indicating that it is safe for students and staff to return to their classrooms
and/or dormitories.

Emergency Medical Treatment and Information

If a student has a medical emergency at school or a school-related activity when the parent cannot be reached, the school
may have to rely on written parental consent to obtain emergency medical treatment, and information about allergies to
medications, foods, insect bites, etc. Therefore, parents are asked each year to complete an emergency care consent form.
Parents should keep emergency care information up-to-date (name of doctor, emergency phone numbers, allergies, etc.).
Please contact the school nurse to update any information that the nurse or school staff needs to know.

TSD is not responsible for medical costs associated with a student’s injury. Parents must keep the TSD health center
informed of current insurance information to avoid having to pay for treatment.

Emergency School-Closing

Normally, if the Austin Independent School District closes for inclement weather or emergencies, TSD will not hold classes;
however, there may be occasions when TSD will hold classes with a late starting time even when Austin Independent School
District has closed. Information should be available through all major network television stations.

Each year, parents are asked to update their contact information in the event that school is dismissed early because of
severe weather or another emergency.
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SAT, ACT and Other Standardized Testing

Many colleges require either the American College Test (ACT) or the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) for admission. Students
are encouraged to talk with the career counselor early during their junior year to determine the appropriate exam to take;
these exams are usually taken at the end of the junior year. (Prior to enrollment in a Texas public college or university, most
students must take a standardized test, such as the Texas Higher Education Assessment [THEA]).

School Facilities

Use By Students Before and After School

At the beginning of the school year, the Principal will inform parents of day students where the student needs to report if the
student arrives to TSD before 7:50 AM. If a student arrives between 7:50 and 8:00, the student may enter their educational
building.

After dismissal of school in the afternoon, a day student must leave campus immediately unless 1) the student is under the
supervision of a teacher, residential staff, sponsor or coach; or 2) the student has specific permission to participate in a
residential activity.

Students will be allowed in the school building outside of normal school hours only with permission from the administrator,
teacher or sponsor overseeing a planned activity.

Conduct Before and After School

All staff and administrators have full authority over student conduct at before- or after-school activities on Texas School for
the Deaf premises and at school-sponsored events off school premises, such as play rehearsal, club meetings, athletic
practice, and special study groups or tutorials. Students are subject to the same rules of conduct that apply during the
instructional day and will be subject to consequences established by the Student Code of Conduct or any stricter standards of
behavior established by the sponsor for extracurricular participants.

Use of Hallways During Class Time

Loitering or standing in the halls during classes is not permitted. During class time, a student must have a hall pass to be
outside the classroom for any purpose. Failure to obtain a pass will result in disciplinary action in accordance with the
Student Code of Conduct.

Cafeteria Services

Texas School for the Deaf participates in the National School Lunch Program and offers students nutritionally balanced meals
daily. Free and reduced-price meals are available based on financial need. Information about a student’s participation is
confidential. Forms to apply for free and reduced-priced meals are available in the Business Office or you may call 462-5364.
All day student families must complete the free and reduced-lunch form.

Texas School for the Deaf follows the federal and state guidelines regarding foods of minimal nutritional value being served
or sold on school premises during the school day.

Library

The library is a learning laboratory with books, computers, magazines, and other materials available for classroom
assignments, projects, and reading or listening pleasure. The library is open for student use with a teacher permit Monday-
Thursday 8:00-3:15 and Friday 8:00-1:45.

Meetings of Noncurriculum-Related Groups

Student organized, student-led to meet with noncurriculum-related groups are permitted before and after school as approved
by an Administrator. These groups must comply with the requirements found in policy. A list of these groups is available in
the Principal’s office.

Searches

In the interest of promoting student safety and attempting to ensure that schools are safe and drug free, School officials may
from time to time conduct searches. Such searches are conducted without a warrant and as permitted by law.

Students’ Desks and Lockers, Dorm Furniture and Dorm Closets

Students’ desks and lockers, dorm furniture and dorm closets are school property and remain under the control and
jurisdiction of the school even when assigned to an individual student.

Students are fully responsible for the security and contents of their assigned desks, lockers, dorm furniture and dorm closets.
Students must be certain that their lockers are locked, and that the combinations are not available to others. Students may
use school issued locks; however, if they use their own personal locks, students are responsible for reporting the combination
to the department Principal, Residential Supervisor or designee.

Searches of desks or lockers, dorm furniture and dorm closets may be conducted at any time there is reasonable cause to
believe that they contain articles or materials prohibited by Board policy, whether or not a student is present.
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The parent will be notified if any prohibited items are found in the student’s desk or locker.
Vehicles on Campus

Vehicles parked on school property are under the jurisdiction of the school. School officials may search any vehicle any time
there is reasonable cause to do so, with or without the permission of the student. A student has full responsibility for the
security and content of his or her vehicle and must make certain that it is locked and that the keys are not given to others.
[See also the Student Code of Conduct.]

Students who drive vehicles on campus must make sure the vehicle is registered with TSD’s Supervisor of High School
Residential Programs. (Forms may be obtained from the high school residential office). Proof of insurance must be shown
and a dark blue sticker will be issued for each vehicle registered. There is a specific student parking area designated on
campus and it is very important that vehicles are parked in the appropriate area and all traffic laws are obeyed while driving
on campus (speed limits, stop signs, etc.)

In order to ensure safety, no cars are to be driven off campus during the lunch period and there are to be no other student
passengers at any time without parent and school permission. Cars are to be used strictly for the purpose of transportation
to and from school, mainstream classes or work. A TSD Administrator can give special permission for other uses. Residential
students residing in the Honors cottages may be given special privileges.

Trained Dogs

The school will use trained dogs to alert school officials to the presence of prohibited or illegal items, including drugs and
alcohol. At any time, trained dogs may be used around lockers and the areas around vehicles parked on school property.
Trained dogs may also conduct searches of classrooms, residential buildings, common areas, or student belongings when

students are not present. School officials may search an item in a classroom, a locker, or a vehicle to which a trained dog
alerts.

Steroids

State law prohibits students from possessing, dispensing, delivering, or administering an anabolic steroid. Anabolic steroids
are for medical use only, and only a physician can prescribe use.

Bodybuilding, muscle enhancement, or the increase of muscle bulk or strength through the use of an anabolic steroid or
human growth hormone by a healthy student is not a valid medical use and is a criminal offense.

Student Speakers

TSD offers students a limited public forum for student speakers at school events at which a student is to publicly speak. For
each speaker, TSD shall set a maximum time limit reasonable and appropriate to the occasion.

For TSD, a “school event” is a school-sponsored event or activity that does not constitute part of the required instruction for
a segment of the school’s curriculum, regardless of whether the event takes place during or after the school day.

Student speakers shall be given a limited public forum to introduce:

1. All level Student Recognition Assemblies, pep rallies, sports events, or other extracurricular or cocurricular events.
Students are eligible to use the limited public forum if they:

2. Are requested by a school administrator,

3. Volunteer, and

4. Are not in a disciplinary placement at the time of the speaking event.

Eligible students will submit their names to the Director of Instruction or department Principal by the end of the first week of
school.

Summer Programs

Extended School Year

Extended School Year (ESY) programming for TSD students is provided if recommended by the student’s TSD ARD committee.
The purpose of ESY is for maintenance of progress on the previous years IEP objectives. ESY is recommended when the ARD
committee, based on assessment, determines that there are concerns about regression in the student’s maintenance of
knowledge/skills acquired in the current IEP and recoupment of this knowledge/skills that will exceed 8 weeks in the next
school year. ESY is provided as part of a free and appropriate public education.

Summer Enrichment Programs

Early Childhood Education, Elementary, Middle School, and Special Needs students may participate in summer enrichment
programs. Applications are available on the TSD website or by request through the Educational Resource Center on Deafness.
Each program has a fee for fieldtrips and special activities during the day and evening programs.
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High School. Depending on course offerings, high school students may have the opportunity to recover 1/2 to one credit
during summer school. Driver Education is available on a first come, first serve basis during summer programs.

TAKS and Other Assessments

TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills)

In addition to routine tests and other measures of achievement, students in grades 3 through Exit level will participate in the
Texas assessment program in the following subjects:

gj;ijf;tne dd Crades 3d | 4th | Sth | eth | 7th | sh | oth | totn | OO
Reading X X X X X X X

Math X X X X X X X X X
Writing X X

Science X X X X
Social Studies X X X
English Language Arts X X

Exit Level - the primary administration is in 11" grade; retesting is offered multiple times throughout the 12*" grade year for
students who have not passed any of the TAKS or TAKS (Accommodated) tests in the specified content areas. Students have
five testing opportunities for each Exit Level assessment prior to graduation: Spring of the junior year, July after the junior
year, and October, March, and April of the senior year.

The student’s ARD committee will determine which TAKS test the student will take. The TAKS test the student takes in each
assessed content area will be one of the following four options:

1. TAKS
* Assessment based on the general TEKS curriculum
Most questions have four multiple choice answers
Complex language structure
A lot of extraneous information
Includes embedded field test items that are not computed in the TAKS test score

2. TAKS (Accommodated)
e Same test as TAKS, excluding field test items
* Larger font size and more white space
* Additional accommodations are allowed if documented in the student’s ARD and permitted by TEA

3. TAKS-M

TAKS-Modified

Modified assessment with modified achievement standards

Simplified language structure

Reduced number of answer choices (3 instead of 4)

Shorter test than TAKS

Larger font size and more white space

Additional accommodations allowed if documented in the student’s ARD and permitted by TEA
Math—reduced number of steps needed in order to solve the problems

4. TAKS-Alt
e TAKS-Alternate
Alternate assessment with alternate achievement standards
Designed for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities
Not a paper-and-pencil test
Teacher selects appropriate activities for the student and assesses the student accordingly

Student Success Initiative

Students in certain grade levels and content areas are held to the requirements of the Student Success Initiative (SSI). This
means that they have up to three testing opportunities to pass the State test (TAKS, TAKS-Accommodated, or TAKS-M) within
the year. Accelerated instruction must be provided for students who do not pass the test before the next testing opportunity
is offered. The grade levels and content areas impacted by the Student Success Initiative are:
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5th Grade Reading and Math
8th Grade Reading and Math

Accelerated Instruction

Students in certain grade levels and content areas who do not pass TAKS or TAKS (Accommodated) are required to receive
accelerated instruction. The grade levels and content areas impacted by this requirement are:

3™ Grade Reading and Math

4" Grade Reading, Math, and Writing

5% Grade Science (Reading and Math under SSI)

6™ Grade Reading and Math

7™ Grade Reading, Math, and Writing

8™ Grade Science and Social Studies (Reading and Math under SSI)

End of Course Exams (EOC)

EOCs are developed by TEA and are offered to High School students participating in certain courses in the four main content
areas: English, Math, Science, and Social Studies. EOCs will be required by the State for all freshmen entering High School in

2011-2012.

English | English Il English IlI
Algebra | Geometry Algebra Il
Biology Chemistry Physics
World Geography World History US History

All eligible students participating in any of the following courses will be required to take the EOC exam offered for that
course during the 2010-2011 school year: English I, Algebra I, Biology, and World Geography.

Other TSD Assessments

Stanford Achievement Test, 10" Edition. Students in grades K-12 may participate in the SAT 10 testing program for the
subtests of Reading Comprehension, Math Procedures, and Math Problem Solving. The SAT 10 is an achievement test that has
both deaf and hearing norms.

Measures of Academic Progress. MAP is a computer adaptive testing program for use with students in grades 2-12. This
program allows us to test the students at least twice during the year in order to monitor their progress and measure their
growth in the areas of Reading and Math.

Tardiness

If a student is tardy to class one or more times, the Principal or Assistant Principal may contact the student’s parent and the
student may be subject to disciplinary action, in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.

Textbooks, Electronic Textbooks, and Technological Equipment

State-approved textbooks are provided to students free of charge for each subject or class. Books must be covered by the
student, as directed by the teacher, and treated with care. Electronic textbooks and technological equipment may also be
provided to students, depending on the course and course objectives.

A student who is issued a damaged item should report the damage to the teacher. Any student failing to return an item in
acceptable condition issued by the school loses the right to free textbooks and technological equipment until the item is
returned or paid for by the parent; however, the student will be provided textbooks and equipment for use at school during
the school day.

Transportation

Day Student Transportation To and From TSD

For students living in Austin or in nearby communities, either the student’s Local Education Agency (LEA) or TSD will provide
student transportation to the campus at no cost to the parent. The LEA arranges LEA transportation services with the family.

When TSD provides the student transportation, the TSD Transportation Office will notify the student’s parents of the place
and time for pick-up and drop-off. Parents must complete a TSD transportation form annually and when there is a change in
address or in the student’s travel needs. A parent may designate a child-care facility or grandparent’s residence as the
regular pickup and drop-off location for his or her child in lieu of their home address. The designated facility or residence
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must be on an approved stop on an approved route. For a change of address, the form must be submitted three days in
advance of the change in service. Further information may be obtained by calling the Transportation Office at (512) 462-
5391.

Day Student Bus Arrival and Departure Times

The bus pick-up times are scheduled to ensure that students will arrive to school by 7:50, ready for the 8:00 start to the
school day. Buses depart Monday through Thursday shortly after the 3:15 dismissal and shortly after 2:00 on Fridays. On
Fridays anticipate that your student will arrive home about 1 hour and 15 minutes earlier in the afternoon.

Student Transportation for School-Sponsored Trips

Students who participate in school-sponsored trips are required to use transportation provided by the School to and from the
event. The Principal or appropriate administrator may make an exception if the parent personally requests that the student
be permitted to ride with the parent; or, no later than the day before the scheduled trip, the parent must provide the School
with a written request that the student be permitted to ride with an adult designated by the parent.

Expectations for Students Riding Buses

Students are expected to assist school staff in ensuring that buses remain in good condition and that transportation is
provided safely. When riding in School vehicles, students are held to behavioral standards established in this handbook and
the Student Code of Conduct. Students must:

* Observe the same conduct as in the classroom and be responsible for their actions.

* Board buses in a respectful, orderly manner (walking, keeping hands, feet, objects to self and boarding one at a
time).

*  Be courteous and respectful to all staff, students, and property.

* Not drink, eat (including gum), have tobacco, and/or illegal substances.

* Keep head, hands, arms, and/or legs inside the bus at all times.

*  Keep all objects inside the bus and to self.

e  Cooperate with bus drivers and monitors and follow all requests.

* Remain seated at all times with aisles unobstructed.

* Not bring live animals/pets on the bus.

*  Not smoke or use any form of tobacco.

* Upon leaving the bus or van, wait for the driver's signal before crossing in front of the bus.
e Use seat belts, if available, at all times.

Additionally:
*  The driver or other staff is authorized to assign seats.

e Misconduct will be addressed in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.

* If the designated family member or caretaker is not at home when the day student bus arrives, the parent is
responsible to pick up their child at TSD. Contact the Transportation Department for further information.

* Parents must make a request in writing and receive prior approval from the School for a student to go home on a day
student bus with another child; submit the request no later than 12:00 noon on the day of the travel.

e Day students are ready for pickup 10 minutes prior to the assigned pick-up time. Drivers will wait up to two (2)
minutes past the assigned pick-up time.

Residential Student Travel To and From TSD

Parents are expected to bring their residential student to TSD at the beginning of the school. Reimbursement for this travel is
explained in the section titled: “Travel Reimbursement.” Weekend homegoing travel will be by TSD bus, charter bus,
Greyhound bus, air travel, 8-passenger vehicles, or parent pick-up based on the student’s home address and most fiscally
responsible option for TSD. Parents will receive information from the residential department regarding the type of
transportation as well as the pick-up and drop-off times and location. (See Residential Section for list of drop off/pick up
times and locations.) Transportation to any destination other than the student’s home must be arranged and paid for by the
parent. TSD can usually provide a ride to and from the bus terminal or airport. For students who use commercial airlines to
fly home for weekends, TSD will do “advanced ticket purchasing.” Any changes in airline reservations by family request must
be arranged and paid for by the parent.
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TSD and Star Shuttle are not responsible for any items left on buses. Students are reminded to collect their possessions at the
end of each trip. It is recommended that valuables be left at home and any easily forgotten items be packed in bags.

TSD strongly recommend that all items of clothing and all possessions, ipods, pagers, baggage, backpacks etc. be labeled
with your child's name for easy identification. We recommend this for all TSD Residential Students regardless of age.

Residential Students are not permitted to change buses or routes for the purpose of visiting other students for the weekend.
Day students are not permitted to ride Weekend Homegoing Transportation.

All flight students are required to have one approved form of identification. (valid passport, Texas Driver's License, or a State
Issued ID cards can be secured from your local Department of Public Safety)

We provide transportation to and from Austin Bergstrom Airport and Greyhound Bus station for those homegoing students
using those facilities. For safety and accountability all students are expected to use TSD transportation to and from, unless
other arrangements are made and permission is agreed upon from both parents and TSD.

TSD will provide snacks and water for homegoing trips, No other food or drink is permitted to be consumed on the charter
buses. Families are encouraged to provide t their child with a meal prior to boarding the bus on Sunday return days. There
will be a light supper available upon return to TSD on Sundays.

Residential students will be required to follow the “Expectations for Students Riding the Buses”.
American Airline Checked Baggage Policy.

American Airlines is now charging passengers for baggage checked-in. This does not refer to carry-on bags. For more
information about the baggage allowance and costs, check the American Airlines Web site at www.aa.com or call American
Airlines directory.

If parents or guardians would like their child to check in bags, please deposit the necessary funds in the student trust fund
account so this can be submitted to American Airlines on homegoing days at the time of check-in.

Residential students will be required to follow the “Expectations for Students Riding the Buses”.
Parent Responsibility for Drop-Off and Pick-up of Students

It is our policy that buses and TSD vehicles will wait no longer than 15 minutes for students to be at the pick-up / drop-off
site. If you think you will be 1 to 15 minutes late, someone must contact the Homegoing Coordinator. The contact info is:
David Skinner at 512/462-5602 or email: david.skinner@tsd.state.tx.us. If the Homegoing Coordinator is contacted, then the
bus or vehicle can wait up to 15 minutes. If you have not arrived within the 15 minutes, the vehicle will have to leave, since
we have a tight schedule to keep. This is very important so other parents, families, and staff can maintain their schedules. If
for any reason, the student is not picked up on time, the student will be brought back to Austin and it will be the parent’s
responsibility to arrange for the student to be picked up in Austin on that same night. There will be no staff working on the
weekends to care for students who are not picked up. If weather conditions in Austin or in the student’s hometown prevent
safe travel, according to the highway department and/or the airlines, TSD will make the appropriate arrangements after
consulting with families.

Trust Fund deposits

Bus and Minivan Chaperones will not accept any cash and will accept checks or money orders only at the bus stops. All funds
sent to TSD to be deposited in a student’s Trust Fund must be in a check or money order and sealed in an envelope with the
parent's name, student's name, amount and the purpose for the money (i.e. Trust Fund, special activity etc.) before being
handed to Chaperone. However, parents are encouraged to plan ahead and send all funds to the TSD Business Office rather
than sending them via homegoing transportation. (Include mailing address).

Travel Reimbursement

Reimbursement is for travel to and from the pick-up and drop-off sites for required weekly and holiday homegoing travel and
for individual circumstances related to TSD providing a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) to each student. Travel
reimbursement does not apply to family travel to and from TSD for family participation in school-sponsored activities or
family visits.

In order to ensure accuracy in travel reimbursement, the person actually driving and picking up a student from TSD, from the
homegoing bus or vehicle stop MUST sign the chaperone’s paperwork in order to qualify for reimbursement. Some students
will not have chaperones on flights and we will reimburse families based on self-reporting. If carpools are used, only the
driver will be reimbursed for the drive to/from his/her hometown to the drop off/pick-up site, not for the number of
children being picked up.

In order to be reimbursed for the cost of travel to and from school or drop off/pick up sites, the parents of a student who
attends TSD must complete a “travel reimbursement” form. This form is available through the Business Office, (512) 462-
5365. Payment will be at the reimbursement rate established for the 2010-2011 school year. The parent should submit travel
expenses for the 2010-2011 school year to TSD Business Office, 1102 South Congress, Austin, TX 78704 no later than June 30,
2011. A parent may request reimbursement for the fall semester travel by January 31, 2011. Reimbursement forms
submitted past the designated deadlines will not be honored.
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Referring LEAs will be responsible for the cost of 9 roundtrips, which includes the beginning and end of the school year and
holidays.

Student Transportation for School-Sponsored Trips

Students who participate in school-sponsored trips are required to use transportation provided by the School to and from the
event. The Principal or appropriate administrator may make an exception if the parent personally requests that the student
be permitted to ride with the parent; or, no later than the day before the scheduled trip, the parent must provide the School
with a written request that the student be permitted to ride with an adult designated by the parent.

Vandalism

The taxpayers of the community have made a sustained financial commitment for the construction and upkeep of school
facilities. To ensure that school facilities can serve those for whom they are intended—both this year and for years to come—
littering, defacing, or damaging school property is not tolerated. Students may be required to pay for damages they cause
and will be subject to criminal proceedings as well as disciplinary consequences in accordance with the Student Code of
Conduct.

Video cameras

For safety purposes, video/audio equipment may be used to monitor student behavior, including on buses and in common
areas on campus. Students will not be told when the equipment is being used.

The Principal or appropriate administrator will review the tapes routinely and document student misconduct. Discipline will
be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct.

Visitors To The School

General Visitors

Parents and others are welcome to visit the school and residential programs. For the safety of those within the School, all
visitors must first report to the Security Booth to receive a visitor’s pass, then to an instructional department office, or to
the Residential department office to sign in. Visitors must comply with all applicable school policies and procedures.

Visits to individual classrooms during instructional time are permitted only with approval of the instructional department
administrator and the teacher as long as their duration or frequency does not interfere with the delivery of instruction or
disrupt the normal school environment.

Visitors for residential students should make prior arrangements with the appropriate supervisor. When leaving the building
and/or campus, you should sign out in the instructional department office or the Residential department.

Procedures for Visitors to the Classroom
TSD visitors, including all parents, should observe the following procedures:
*  Make an appointment with administrator; 24-hour notice would be appreciated.

*  Wear a visitor’s pass received at the security booth.
e Sign in and sign out at the office of the Principal.
e Limit visit to 1 hour or less, unless other arrangements are made with the administrator.

* Refrain from bringing younger children (siblings) to visit during the instructional day. At other times, if a sibling is
visiting, the parent is responsible for supervising their child and ensuring that the visiting child is following all school
rules.

* If you wish to discuss your visit, feel free to set up a conference. Please do not use instructional time for discussion.

All visitors are expected to demonstrate the highest standards of courtesy and conduct; disruptive behavior will not be
permitted.
Visitors Participating in Special Programs for Students

For our High School Transition Fair, Texas School for the Deaf invites representatives from colleges and universities and other
higher education institutions, and prospective employers to present information to interested students.
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Section Il
Residential Services

Environment

We make every effort to provide a homelike environment for our residential students and to give every child the
opportunities that most parents would give to their own children such as story-telling time for young children, library time,
eating out, movies, cooking experiences, special outings, clubs, extracurricular activities, and much more. We ask that all
children bring their own pillows and perhaps even their own sheets, blanket, bedspread or comforter, as well as room
decorations such as posters, family pictures, stuffed animals, etc. We believe having your child’s room feel similar to home
is important. Electronic items and other expensive belongings are strongly discouraged due to the possibility of damage, loss
or theft.

Electronic items permitted include: Televisions (no larger than 20 inches), VCR/DVD Players, Personal Game Systems (i.e.
Gameboy, Sony Play Station Portable), Game Consoles*, TSD Laptop Computers**, Mobile Videophones**

**Game Consoles, TSD Laptop Computers and Mobile Videophone can only be used in dormitory and cottage living rooms with
staff supervision present.

Electronic items not permitted: Desktop or laptop computers brought from home.

Communication

Mail

Students will receive their mail in the dorm after school. Students sending mail are not permitted to use school stationery or
envelopes, or use school postage. Stamps may be purchased in the Business Office or off-campus.

Parent Calls to Students

Parents are encouraged to call their children as often as possible. Talking with the dorm staff and setting a specific time to
call your child in the dorm is strongly encouraged. If your child’s dorm staff is deaf, you should use Relay Texas (711) to
communicate through Relay to the staff TTY. Frequently we have activities after school and the students are not necessarily
in the dorms when you might try to call. Parents and others may call students at TSD directly, using a Video Interpreting
Service such as Sorenson (1-866-327-8877) or Communication Service for the Deaf (1-866-926-8877) or directly through a
videophone.

Student Calls to Parents
We encourage students to call their families. Students' calls to their parents can be done using the following methods:

1. Calling collect via voice;

2. Using IP Relay (Internet Provider—AT&T, Sprint) using the computer at no cost;

3. Using Video Relay Service (calling to an interpreting service and signing on camera at no cost); or
4. Calling directly to a personal videophone at no cost.

5. TSD cannot accept collect calls. Staff will work with families regarding their preferences for scheduling phone calls.

Due to a variety of activities provided after school hours, the students and staff may not be back in the dorms until the
following hours:

Elementary After 7:00 p.m.
Middle School After 8:00 p.m.
High School After 9:00 p.m.

Due to a limited number of phones and videophones for student use, time limits of 15 minutes must be enforced with the
understanding that special circumstances will occur.
Student Use of Office Phones

Students may use office phones for emergency calls only. Students must have permission from their day or night Residential
Educator before using the phone. Calls should be limited, since office phones need to be kept open for residential business.

Email

With the permission of the student’s parent, the student may obtain a free email account such as Hotmail or Yahoo. Please
be aware that TSD will not be able to monitor these emails because they are not part of our internal email system.
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Personal Property

We STRONGLY encourage your child to leave expensive items at home. Staff cannot be held responsible for loss, damage or
possible theft. Padlocks are required for all High School students to lock their closets at all times.

Although we have rules against borrowing or loaning any items, we are unable to prevent this.
We advise that all student belongings should be labeled.

Serial numbers on valuable or electronic items should be listed and kept by the student or family for reporting to the police
in the event of theft.

Laundry
Students in the elementary and most students in Special Needs programs will bring laundry home on weekends. Families are

requested to launder the clothes and send appropriate clothing back to school with the student for the full week. When
necessary, staff will assist students to launder clothing and linens using coin operated washers and dryers.

Students in the middle school and high school programs may be expected to launder their own clothes as part of acquiring
daily living skills in preparation for adult life.

Coin operated washers (75 cents) and dryers (75 cents) are available in all residential facilities.
Local Students

Students living in areas where day student transportation is provided may not reside on the TSD campus unless the student’s
ARD committee determines that the student needs residential placement to access a Free Appropriate Public Education
(FAPE).

Day Students

Participation in Residential Activities

Day students may participate in residential programming including athletics, special activities, tutoring, homework center
and weekend activities if applicable. They must “sign in” and “sign out” of their assigned dorm and follow the schedule
and rules of the residential program. The person designated to pick up the day student should notify the Residential
Educator on duty that the student is leaving campus. Failure to sign in immediately after school or upon arrival to campus
can result in suspension from the privilege of being on campus during after school hours.

Elementary Student Permission, Supervision and Participation

Day students may participate in Student Life (Deaf Smith Center) activities designated for all students such as after-school
sports, clubs, and recreational programs. Parents are responsible for supervising their child before scheduled practices,
rehearsals or games and must pick up their child at the time scheduled. The ability to safely supervise and meet the
individual needs of the day student, as well as the residential students, will be taken into consideration for continued
involvement in programs.

Residential and Student Life

TSD believes in educating the whole person and in our Residential Services Division, we address needs of students based on
Social, Physical, Intellectual, Cultural, and Emotional (S.P.l.C.E.) areas of life. It is our goal to help each residential student
grow and attain the highest level of independence possible for each individual. Often we find that students may not have
been exposed to some basic principles of friendship, dealing with peer pressure, or advocating for themselves. Our
Residential staff work diligently to ensure the students do in fact “learn and grow” in these areas.

We encourage all students to participate in as many after school activities as possible and to try new experiences. For our
Elementary, Middle School, and Special Needs residential departments, most activities are mandatory so we can expose them
to a variety of activities. In High School, we have some mandatory and some optional activities and we try to provide a wide
variety that would interest many students.

All programs (HS, MS, Elem, SND and the 18+ program) have daily or weekly routines and activities. Although the schedules
vary in each program, they all provide “Study Hour”, Student Life planned activities (Ex: swimming, intramurals, arts and
crafts, off campus outings, educational presentations, etc.), as well as, dormitory planned activities (Ex: Life Skill training,
“family meals” on or off campus, rap sessions, shopping, etc.), daily cleaning duties based on age appropriate expectations,
and SPICE presentations or activities

Residential Student Travel To and From TSD

For general information about travel to and from TSD for all Residential Student Travel, please see the section on
Transportation.
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Weekly Homegoing Sites and Schedule
Charter Buses and Other Vehicles.

Dallas A: Arlington Area and Tyler. Departures from TSD are usually on Fridays, however, students will have 1
Wednesday departure and 2 Thursday departures for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are usually on Sundays, however,
students will have 5 Monday returns.

Arlington stop: Kroger Store at 2580 E Arkansas Lane & SH 360 between 1-20 and 1-30

Homegoing Arrival 6:00 pm
TSD Return Departure 5:25 pm
Tyler stop: McDonald’s at IH-20 and US-69
Homegoing Arrival 8:15 pm
TSD Return Departure 3:10 pm

Dallas B: Belton, Waco, Mesquite and Arlington (Dallas/Ft. Worth Area). Departures from TSD are usually

On Fridays, however, students will have 1 Wednesday and 2 Thursday departures for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are
usually on Sundays, however, students will have 5 Monday returns.

Belton stop: McDonald’s at 1601 E 6" Ave and I-35 (Exit 294)

Homegoing Arrival 3:45 pm

TSD Return Departure 6:50 pm

Waco stop: International House of Pancakes at 4™ -5 St. and 1-35 (Exit 335A)
Homegoing Arrival 4:40 pm

TSD Return Departure 6:00 pm

Mesquite stop: McDonald’s at 2012 Scyene Rd.

Homegoing Arrival 6:45 pm

TSD Return Departure 3:15 pm

Arlington stop: Kroger Store at 2580 E Arkansas Lane & SH 360 between 1-20 and I-30
Homegoing Arrival 7:25 pm

TSD Return Departure 4:05 pm

Houston A: Houston—Echo Lane and Beaumont Charter Bus. Departures from TSD are usually on Fridays, however,
students will have 1 Wednesday and 2 Thursday departures for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are usually on Sundays,
however, students will have 5 Monday returns.

Echo Lane stop: 9303 Katy Freeway at McDonald’s (at Echo Lane and I-10 West)

Homegoing Arrival 5:15 pm
TSD Return Departure 5:00 pm
Beaumont stop: 3950 IH 10 South at Holiday Inn (Walden St.)
Homegoing Arrival 7:00 pm
TSD Return Departure 3:30 pm

Houston B: Columbus, Echo Lane, and Friendswood Charter Bus. Departures from TSD are usually on Fridays, however,
students will have 1 Wednesday and 2 Thursday departures for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are usually on Sundays,
however, students will have 5 Monday returns.

Columbus stop: Exit 696 off Hwy 71 and I-10 exit at McDonalds
Homegoing Arrival 4:15 pm
TSD Return Departure 6:25 pm

Echo Lane stop: 9303 Katy Freeway at McDonald’s (at Echo Lane and I-10 West)
Homegoing Arrival 5:45pm
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TSD Return Departure 5:30pm

Friendswood stop: 18190 Gulf Freeway off 1-45 at Whataburger
Homegoing Arrival 6:50 pm
TSD Return Departure 4:20 pm

San Antonio/Laredo Charter. San Marcos, Canyon Lake, San Antonio (2 stops-Sam’s Club & Sears), Pearsall, and Laredo.
Departures from TSD are usually on Fridays, however, students will have 1 Wednesday and 2 Thursday departures
for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are usually on Sundays, however, students will have 5 Monday returns.

San Marcos Stop: Arrival Location: 135 Wonder World Drive at Diamond Shamrock

Departure Location: Exit 212 I-35 Wonder World Drive at Lowe’s

Homegoing Arrival 3:45 pm
TSD Return Departure 7:35 pm
Canyon Lake Stop: Exit 191 and IH-35 at Tetco Station
Homegoing Arrival 4:15 pm
TSD Return Departure 7:00 pm

San Antonio 2 Stops:
Sam’s Club: 12351 N IH-35 behind the Exxon Tigermart & in front of Sam’s Club

Homegoing Arrival 5:00 pm

TSD Return Departure 6:35pm

Sears Auto Club: 7635 IH 35 South at Sears Auto Center (Exit 150A) Off Zarzamora
Homegoing Arrival 6:00 pm

TSD Return Departure 5:45pm

Pearsall stop: Pearsall Travel Center at exit 110

Homegoing arrival 6:00pm

TSD Return Departure 4:45pm

Laredo Stop: 5710 San Bernardo Ave at Home Depot

Homegoing Arrival 7:30 pm

TSD Return Departure 3:15 pm

Rocksprings and Del Rio. Departures from TSD are usually on Fridays, however, students will have 1 Wednesday and 2
Thursday departures for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are usually on Sundays, however, students will have 5 Monday
returns.

Rocksprings/Del Rio stop: Super 8 Food Store (on 377)
Homegoing Arrival 6:00 pm
TSD Return Departure 5:30 pm

Bryan. Departures from TSD are usually on Fridays, however, students will have 1 Wednesday and 2 Thursday
departures for 10-11. Return trips to TSD are usually on Sundays, however, students will have 5 Monday returns.

Bryan Stop: 2714 H 21 West at Fas-Start Market
Homegoing Arrival 4:30pm
TSD Return Departure 6:30 pm
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GLOSSARY

Accelerated instruction (Al) is an intensive supplemental program designed to address the needs of an individual student in
acquiring the knowledge and skills required at his or her grade level and/or as a result of a student not meeting the passing
standard on a state-mandated assessment.

ACT refers to one of the two most frequently used college or university admissions exams: the American College Test. The
test may be a requirement for admission to certain colleges or universities.

ARD is the admission, review, and dismissal committee convened for each student who is identified as needing a full and
individual evaluation for special education services. The eligible student’s parents are part of the committee.

Attendance Review Committee (at TSD, this is the ARD committee) is responsible for reviewing a student’s absences when
the student’s attendance drops below 90 percent of the days the class is offered. Under guidelines adopted by the Board, the
committee will determine whether there were extenuating circumstances for the absences and whether the student needs to
complete certain conditions to master the course and regain credit lost because of absences.

DAEP stands for a disciplinary alternative education program, a placement for students who have violated certain provisions
of the Student Code of Conduct.

FERPA refers to the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act that grants specific privacy protections to student
records. The law contains certain exceptions, such as directory information, unless the student’s parent or a student 18 or
older directs the school not to release directory information.

IEP is the written record of the Individualized Education Program prepared by the ARD committee for a student with
disabilities who is eligible for special education services. The IEP contains several parts such as a statement of the student’s
present educational performance; a statement of measurable annual goals, with short-term objectives; the special education
and related services and supplemental aids and services, and program modifications or support for school personnel; a
statement regarding how the student’s progress will be measured and how the parents will be kept informed;
accommodations for state or school wide tests, etc.

ISS refers to in-school suspension, a disciplinary technique for misconduct found in the Student Code of Conduct. Although
different from out-of-school suspension and placement in a Disciplinary Alternative Education Program (DAEP), ISS removes
the student from the regular classroom.

NCLB Act is the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

SAT refers to the second of the two most frequently used college or university admissions exams: the Scholastic Aptitude
Test. The test may be a requirement for admissions to certain colleges or universities.

SHAC stands for School Health Advisory Council, a group of at least five members, a majority of whom must be parents,
appointed by the school board to assist the district in ensuring that local community values and health issues are reflected in
the district’s health education instruction.

State mandated assessments are required of students at certain grade levels and in specified subjects. Successful
performance sometimes is a condition of promotion; the exit-level assessments are a condition of graduation. Students have
multiple opportunities to take the assessments, if necessary, for promotion or graduation.

Student Code of Conduct, developed with the advice of the District Advisory Committee and adopted by the Board and
identifies the circumstances, consistent with law, when a student may be removed from the classroom or campus. It also
sets out the conditions that authorize or require the Principal or another administrator to place the student in a Disciplinary
Alternative Education Program. It outlines conditions for out-of-school suspension and for expulsion. The Student Code of
Conduct also addresses notice to the parent regarding a student’s violation of one of its provisions.

TAKS is the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, the state’s current standardized achievement test given to students in
certain grade levels and subjects in grades 3-Exit Level.

TAKS-Accommodated is a state mandated assessment based on the same grade-level academic achievement standards of
TAKS available to certain students who receive special education services and who need specific accommodations, as
determined by the student and his or her ARD committee.

TAKS-Modified is an alternate state mandated assessment based on modified achievement standards and is administered to
eligible students receiving special education services, as determined by the student and his or her ARD committee.

TAKS-Alternate is an alternate state mandated assessment designed for students with severe cognitive disabilities receiving
special education services who meet the participation requirements, as determined by the student and his or her ARD
committee.

TAPPS refers to the Texas Association of Private and Parochial Schools, an organization that oversees educational
extracurricular academic, athletic, and fine arts for students in grades 9-12.
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